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The Art Academy of Cincinnati is pleased to present Acrylics on “CAMP,” an exhibition by AAC 
alum (class of 2017) and Instructor Kyle Angel (https://www.kyleangel.com).  
 
About the Artist: Kyle Angel (he/him/his) is an adjunct instructor at UC DAAP in the School of 
Art and the School of Design, as well as the Art Academy of Cincinnati. He is an interdisciplinary 



 

artist constantly reimagining his identity through fabulously zany ways. Through the art of drag 
and performance, Angel transforms himself into a playful and quirky persona named Crystal 
Tubes (she/her/they/them)—to question/defy limitations around queerness and gender 
expression. Working with textiles, fashion, video, sound, installation, illustration, and text allows 
him to create a utopia and bring his persona to life! 
 
Artist’s Statement About the Exhibition:  
 
Acrylics on “CAMP” is a collection of 58 pairs of fabulous fashion gloves—fully embellished and 
bejeweled. Each pair was created in response to one of the 58 items in Susan Sontag’s 1964 
essay Notes on “Camp”. Throughout her notes, she attempts to explain the unexplainable 
(“camp”) and reminds us not to always take everything so seriously. During a time when drag is 
constantly being met with fear and disdain, I look towards Sontag’s writing to remind myself of 
the artistry, expression, and playfulness that originally made me fall in love with drag! 
Accompanying the gloves is a video piece of my performance persona, Crystal Tubes 
(she/her/they/them), trying on every pair of gloves as she reads from the essay. Listen to them 
closely and find yourself lost in the wonderous world of Camp! 
 
“…the connoisseur of Camp sniffs the stink and prides himself on his strong nerves” 

—Susan Sontag 
 
 
Gallery Hours:  
Monday through Friday 9am—9pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am—5pm 
(Closed November 27—29) 
Gallery admission and reception are free and open to the public 
 
 
Contact: exhibitions@artacademy.edu, 513-562-6262 
 
About Us: Art Academy of Cincinnati, established in 1869, is an independent college of art and 
design. Degrees granted are the Associate of Science in Graphic Design; the Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in Creative Writing, Design, Illustration, Painting and Drawing, Photography, Print Media, 
and Sculpture; and the Master of Arts in Art Education. Accredited by the National Association 
of Schools of Art and Design, the Art Academy is a charter member of both NASAD and the 
Association of Independent Colleges of Art and Design. The Art Academy is accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission and is a member of the Greater Cincinnati Collegiate Connection. 
The Art Academy’s Office of Engagement department offers extensive visual arts courses to 
children, teens, and adults, including a Portfolio Preparation program and an award-winning 
summer camp. The Art Academy of Cincinnati is located in historic Over-the-Rhine at 1212 
Jackson Street Cincinnati, OH 45202. Please visit www.artacademy.edu. 


